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Article No. ejvs.1999.1016a heavy emphasis on chronic venous disease, which
is clearly the topic of the greatest interest to the New Trends and Developments in Carotid Artery
authors. In general, the text is very easy to read, Disease
well-referenced and has many in-depth literature A. Branchereau and M. Jacobs, Eds.
reviews. The diagrams and illustrations are well Futura, 1998; price £69.
presented, as some of the contentious issues are
usually presented with balance and logical argument. This text is based on a conference on New Trends and
Where conclusions are contentious, the authors make Developments in Carotid Artery Disease and is clearly
their opinions very clear, although not necessarily aimed at addressing a number of key issues in the
reflecting the most popular consensus. current practice of carotid surgery. However, one
The approach of the text does have some difficulty in would have to assume that a significant part of the
adopting new technology. Phlebology, for example, is conference was devoted to the emergence of carotid
used very often, which doesn’t reflect common practice angioplasty. That might therefore explain why there
throughout the world where it has been superseded by was only a 10-page update on the NASCET and ECST
duplex scanning. Of further interest is that the only results, but 74 pages on the various methods and
radiological study that gives unique information about means of performing carotid angioplasty.
venous valve structure and function, i.e. descending On the positive side, I enjoyed the chapter by Henry
phlebology, was felt to be obsolete. This investigation Barnett on the final results of the NASCET study and it
is mandatory for repairing venous valves. Duplex scan- only serves to emphasise the importance of having a
ning is grossly underplayed, with minimal information combined overview of both the European and Amer-
on venous mapping and little help to sonographers or ican trials in the future. Similarly, the chapter on carotid
vascular surgeons confronted with the difficult-venous trauma is particularly good, although there will always
patient. However, other obsolete diagnostic procedures be a tendency for differing opinions to emerge as to
such as phleborheography (PRG), impedance plethys- optimal management. In the U.K., carotid dissection is
mography (IPG) and fibrinogen-scanning are described almost invariably managed conservatively; however,
in detail. Other techniques used in modern venous prac- Alimi and his colleagues have performed a number of
tice, for example venoscopy, intraoperative duplex operations requiring access to the intrapetrosal internal
scanning and the use of automatic Ligaclip applicators carotid artery by posterior–inferior tympanotomy and
are techniques commonly used in practice which are re-routing the facial nerves! It remains unclear whether
not mentioned. Venous stents, both vascular, which are this confers any additional benefit.
used as venous valve rings, and intravascular stents There are a number of notable omissions, not least
are mentioned transiently, but the different types, their an index!, and there is relatively little information
material structure and potential are not expanded. Pel- regarding methods for monitoring patients intra-op-
vic venous problems are not addressed in any detail. eratively and the role of quality control. The chapter
These deficiencies are not critical and represent delayed on recurrent disease had no debate as to who should
reporting of such techniques in the literature. The major be offered surgery and why redo carotid surgery
defect, however, relates to the length of the manuscript, should be performed. One must also wonder why
of which a large section could be omitted. Obsolete there were two chapters on carotid endarterectomy
procedures and investigations, and perhaps reduction without angiography.
in the embryology and pathophysiology sections, As with all textbooks, one invariably learns new
would be appropriate and in fact some treatments information but, given that the book costs almost £70,
have been repeated. There are also minor editorial I suspect that the people who will remember the most
problems, such as the fact that Figure 6.8 is upside- about its contents will be those who attended the
down and the financial conservation factor on page 578 conference.
is incorrect.
A. R. NaylorIn conclusion, the manuscript is a good one. It is cer-
Leicester, U.K.tainly an essential requirement for the venous en-
thusiast and certainly for the medical library. It is an
Article No. ejvs.1999.0896
expensive book at £165, but in general well worth the
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